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diet is unconstitutional and invalid. Therefore I con-
sider myself still as a member of the order. May the
venerable brethren assist me in maintaining my right."2

Those who sided with the expelled brother went to
the bhikshus who had pronounced the sentence, say-
ing : "This is no offence"; while the bhikshus who
had pronounced the sentence replied: "This is an of-
fence/'                                                                     3

Thus altercations and quarrels arose, and the Sangha
was divided into two parties, reviling and slandering
one another.                                                              4

And all these happenings were reported to the
Blessed One.                                                            5

Then the Blessed One went to the place where the
bhikshus were that had pronounced the sentence of
expulsion, and said to them : "Do not think, O bhik-
shus, that you are to pronounce expulsion against a
bhikshu, whatever be the facts of the case, simply by
saying: ' It occurs to us that it is so, and therefore we are
pleased to proceed thus against our brother.' Let those
bhikshus who frivolously pronounce a sentence against
a brother who knows the dharma and the rules of the
order, who is learned, wise, and intelligent, modest,
conscientious, and ready to submit himself to disci-
pline, stand in awe of causing divisions. They must
not pronounce a sentence of expulsion against a brother
merely because he refuses to see his offence."            6

Then the Blessed One rose and went to the breth-
ren who sided with the expelled brother and said to
them : "Do not think, O bhikshus, that if you have
given offence you need not atone for it, thinking: <We
are without offence.' When a bhikshu has committed
an offence, which he considers no offence, while the
fraternity consider him as guilty, he should think :